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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Art Unit: 3752 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claim 12 recites the limitations "the open/close operation", "the vertical 
movement", "the rotational movement" and "the rotation" in the whole of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitations "the mounting of the upper cap" in line 4 of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 17 recites the limitations "the surface treatment" in line 3 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 19 recites the limitations "the cover 1 ' in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim 

Claim 21 recites the limitations "the staying water" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 12-14, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,738,996 to Malek et al. 

Regarding claim 12, as best understood, Malek et al teaches a shower nozzle 
having a holding portion (12) and a spraying portion (18), the spraying portion having a 
plurality of spray holes (106) and is connected via an open/close valve (160) to the 
holding portion (12), the valve and spray portion detachable to the holding portion at 
one end, a push button (48) is mounted on the other end of the spray head and has a 
shaft (160) that performs the open/close operation of the valve, the shaft vertically 
movable with the vertical movement of the button, and has variable control. Malek et al 
does not teach the valve shaft rotating as it is turning. As per claim 13, the button and 
valve are detachably mounted to the holding portion. As per claim 14, an upper cap 
(42) is detachable mounted (See Figure 3) and the push button is selectable. As per 
claim 18, an upper ring (42) is mounted on the distal end portion of the water-spraying 
portion. As per claim 19, Malek et al teaches the nozzle body being rod shaped, a 
lower ring (40) mounted on a lower portion, and a cover (36) arranged between the 
upper ring and the lower ring. Malek et al lacks rotational movement of the valve as it is 
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being pressed, however it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at then time the invention was made to have incorporated rotational valve action 
associated with rotation of the shaft of a push button valve of Malek et al order to 
preserve the flow within the conduit by dislodging any foreign debris that might make it 
past any filtration devices within the plumbing leading up to the spraying portion. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 15-17, 20, and 21 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is as follows: 

U.S. Patent No. 4,193,553 to Kelly 
U.S. Patent No. 5,433,383 to Chan et al 
U.S. Patent No. 5,199,639 to Kobayashi et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,059,200 to Chou 
U.S. Patent No. 6,145,757 to Knapp 
U.S. Patent No. 6,622,945 to Wu et al 
U.S. Patent No. 5,735,467 to Lee 
U.S. Patent No. 5,109,553 to Kisimoto 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Hogan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4902. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:00a-4:00p EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JSH 

3/30/2007 




